POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH POSITION

Team 7 Cellular and Molecular Pathophysiology of Obesity and Diabetes 

(Team leaders JF Tanti and M Cormont) 

INSERM U 895, Mediterranean Research Center for Molecular Medicine

A two years post-doctoral position funded by the French Research Agency (ANR) is available in Team 7 “Cellular and Molecular Pathophysiology of Obesity and Diabetes” of INSERM U895, Mediterranean Research Center for Molecular Medicine located in the city of Nice, France. This position will start on January 2011. 

The funded project will be on the role of inflammatory kinase on adipose tissue inflammation and insulin resistance.
Research Focus

The scientific project that we developed in the team has two major objectives. The first one is to identify the cellular and molecular mechanisms involved in insulin resistance induced by adipose tissue inflammatory and hypoxic stresses. The second one is to understand the pathophysiological mechanisms responsible for the association between obesity and the occurrence of cancer. Our team utilizes multidisciplinary approaches including human and mouse cell culture, animal model, molecular biology, imaging technologies, metabolism and signaling studies in isolated muscles and adipocytes. For more informations on the team see: http://webs.unice.fr/c3m/FR/Equipe7.html.

The project will focus on the implication of a new inflammatory kinase recently identified by the team in the development of adipose tissue and liver inflammation and insulin resistance. The project will combine both cellular approaches and the phenotypic characterization of mice with global or specific invalidation of this kinase. The impact of the modulation of this kinase on the behavior of immune cells during the development of obesity will be also investigated.  

Ideally, the candidate should have an expertise in the field of metabolic diseases; an expertise in immune response will be a bonus. Experience in cell signaling and in the study of metabolism in mouse models is necessary. 

Interested candidates should e-mail a CV, a cover letter outlining their past and present research interests, and names and contact information of at least two references to:

Dr Jean-François TANTI 

E-mail: tanti@unice.fr / Phone : +33 4 89064237/ Fax +33 4 89064221

INSERM U895, Team 7, Batiment Archimed, 151 route de St Antoine de Ginestière, 06204, Nice Cedex 3.

Team 7 is located in the Mediterranean Centre for Molecular Medicine (C3M; http://webs.unice.fr/c3m/).  This multidisciplinary centre currently includes 9 joint teams affiliated to the “Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale (INSERM)” and the University of Nice Sophia Antipolis.  The different teams represent 130 people that focus on three major research topics:

· Proliferation, Cellular Death, Differentiation and Cancer 

· Biology of Host-microorganism interactions

· Metabolic diseases

The diversity of research interests at C3M creates an enriching work environment, facilitating interdisciplinary collaborations which benefit from complementary approaches and the expertise knowledge of each team.
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